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Joshua & the Israelites Enter the Promised Land (Joshua 1 - 5)

Main Point: There is nothing to fear when we trust and obey God.
Key Verse:  Here is what I am commanding you to do. Be strong and brave. Do not be terrified. Do not lose hope I am the Lord your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. – Joshua 1:9
Materials: A sheet of paper and pen or pencil for each student.
Personal Connection:

· Say: Was there ever a time in your life when you were really scared? Did you watch a scary movie? Did you think your mom or dad lost you at the store? Or maybe there was a big spider in your room? We all get scared at times. Leader, share a time when you became scared of something. 
Hands on Application:

· Say: Think of things that you are afraid of. Think of as many as you can and write them down or draw them. Pass out paper and pens or pencils. Give students time to make their lists. 
· Say: When students are finished. Is everybody about done? Let’s look at some of the things on our lists. Would anybody like to share some of the things they wrote down? If students want to share, listen to their lists. If not, share some things that you are afraid of.
Group Discussion:

· Say: Why do these things scare us? Is it because we think that they can hurt us? Maybe we don’t think we will be safe from them.
· Say: It is natural to be afraid, but what does God think about fear? Does He think we should be scared? In the lesson today, what did God tell Joshua about fear? Have a volunteer read Joshua 1:6-9.
· Say: God knew Joshua would have to fight in many battles and face many challenges during his time leading the Israelites. God tells Joshua to be strong and brave because He would always be with him. There would never be a time or a place where God would not be by Joshua’s side protecting and strengthening him.
· Say: God is the same way with us today. Although we may never have to lead an army in a battle, we will definitely be put in some tough situations that we need help in. God is just the same today as He was with Joshua. He is always by our side, and he will never leave or desert us. Because He is always with us, He commands us to be strong and brave.
· Say: Look at your lists again. Is there anything on that list that God can’t handle? Is there anything or anyone anywhere that is more powerful than God? Of course not! You have nothing to fear because God is with you!

Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that your when your students are afraid, they will remember that God is always with them. Pray that we will each depend on God for  strength and courage.  Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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